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Ithaca could become testing 
ground for new senior 
transportation network
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August 24, 2010, 8:00 pm 

When it comes to turning over the car keys, senior 
drivers can be just as stubborn as teenagers, u
nwilling to give up the independence it represents.

What if they could retain personal transportation 
without having to rely on family and friends for 
rides? What if they could cash in their cars for credit 
or bank hours they've accumulated while 
volunteering to help others?

Tompkins County could become a new partner in a 
novel national transportation networking 
experiment in which senior citizens open personal 
transportation accounts, which can be funded by 
their own monetary or voluntary contributions, car 
trade-ins, family gift certificates or donations. 
Merchants and health care providers can also offset 
the cost of rides to their facilities.

Started in Portland, Maine, in 2004, the Independent 
Transportation Network (ITN) has provided more 
than 275,000 rides, of an average length of 5 miles 
at an average cost of $10, through its core 
operations and affiliates in 13 cities.

It is now hoping to develop similar models in 
smaller communities, and Ithaca-area transportation 
leaders met last week to consider joining as a pilot 
project, which would involve participating in a 
comprehensive study of the area's current 
transportation configuration, needs and potential 
solutions.

The group seemed enthusiastic about the 
possibilities, but many asked for more specifics and 
wanted to ensure existing programs like Gadabout 
and Ithaca Carshare were incorporated with the ITN 
model.

ITN founder Katherine Freund, who joined the 
gathering via conference call, said she would 
welcome any collaboration and that the goal was to 
develop a full software suite designed around what 
the community needed and wanted.
 

A $25,000 grant would be available to offset the 
cost of the initial studies, but would have to be met 
with matching funds, which could be in the form of 
other grants or federal disbursements.

As baby boomers age, communities are facing new 
demographic challenges, and many outlive their 
decision to stop driving by an average of 10 years. 
Public transportation systems can't be expected to 
meet all of their needs, Freund said, so she 
developed the program to provide a sustainable 
solution that doesn't rely on ongoing infusions of 
taxpayer funding.

She said not only does it provide a social solution, 
but also an environmental one by encouraging

ridesharing and lowering individual carbon 
footprints.

"I believe it has the potential to revolutionize 
transportation," Freund said.

For more information, visit www.itnamerica.org.
